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Signature East Coast style meets breezy
West Coast living in this modern
rendition of the seaside classic.

By Kim Christie mtw?hyﬂuhmm&
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West Coast. Seagulls cry our at the tourists, There'’s laughing and splashing and all sores of general mayhem
down ar the beach. And at the end of the day the Valdes family wander home, carrying the remnants of a pic-
nic lunch. They sprawl on the porch, reading or playing with their dog Snuggie, reluctane to see the day end.

Their house was buile for a day juse like today. Ies yawning veranda pulls you our the back door and into
the sunshine. Bare feet smack against the chunks of slate that dot the property. And after an hour or two of dig-
ging in the garden you can pad into the house with little concern for the dirt you bring with you.

“That's the way we designed it,” says archirect John Hollifield. “Ic's a livable house. A house where you don't
have to be concerned with whether or not your hands are dirty.”

“We had a definite idea abour the feeling it should have,” agrees owner Wendy Valdes. “We knew the char-
acter of the house we wanted — informal, a bit cottagey, We wanted o stay away from anything too elegant,”

The house is overscale, right down to the sofa cushions. The ceilings are high and the hardwood Hoors ex-
pansive. It's a light, airy house, sunshine pouring in through large-paned windows. Unclurtered and painted
in muted tones, it's a house that owes its unmistakable rhythm to its architectural deailing, The Crafesman-
style wainscotting, panelling and mouldings “simply evolved,” says Hollifield. “A dynamic developed between
the homeowners, the architects and the interior designers. The Valdeses came to us with a specific look in mind
for the exterior but we worked out the interior detailing together. It was an interesting design process. The

Styling by Alda Pareira

Abure: The architecture and design eam
clockwise from topk project architece Shawn
Blackwell, mterior designer Robert
Ledingham, architect John Hollifield and
project interior designer David Clarke.

Abwrpe right: The house is painted a sunny
vellow (Benjamin Moore 290}, The grounds,
designed by landscape architect Judith Reeve,
share the same tailored simplicity as the
house, The front door (at right) is an updated
Mew England styvle. Coach lamps on either
sicle welcome evening guests.

Right: The games table was designed by
Ledingham Inc. and fashioned by Michael
Trayler & Co, furniture. A Scalamandré Cork
Plaid fabric covers the Shaker Country
armchairs by Pearson,

SEE SOURCE GUIDE
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A summer place
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P developed it own characeer a5 we went along.”

Wendy Valdes baghs now, rememdbering the very
o il concerns thae led oo che |1u|r'|!:1| WLINSCOOL -
£ingg around the lower bevels, She chougha i world
hold up best under the constane barrage of 2 howse
full of children, =W !-:quI: sy Thg, “Ie has to be kid-
e wl! It ags e b !-;H,'I-Ftltf!' Th"'.'- e e I!i'u.u.lj.;hl!
our kids were hedl on wheels!”

From |_|,|,],'4'r|:|: this was mseane oo be a :I.|.1|I||.|:|.' home,
not o showpiece, “In our lass house,™ sivs Wiendy, “our
whole Bumily was siuecsed, day and naghs, intoa -
tle family room just off the kitchen. The living room
just gachered dust.” Here, the large principal rooms
all open off a ceneral hallway. “Mo one ever disappeans
intoawing, siys Hollifield, "There's no Bamily moom,
g0 the living room is basically o great room, Jos casy
to supervise. You're aware of where the family is at
all vimes. And the openness sdds o the feeling of size,
Thar's the trend roday. People want larnger spaces bur
they don’t wane to increase the size of their homes.”

Marurally, this larger-than-life sense of scale had m
apply tothe fumishings oo, Intersor designer Robert
Ledingham and project designer David Clarke of
Ledingham Inc. were bronagzhe imearly on. " We were
at the mei:uy; SHARE,” S1Y5 "n."li"rl'uh.'.'.uﬂ i WS [1mE
o chocse the ﬁrq:ll;u.:'. b we comalcln'y agree. When
it carne to the decails we had 2 hard cime deciding.”

Basically, they were beginning from scraech, Thear
obd fmily room femiture wis womn into the goound,
The living room fuminure wits oo formal for cheir
new plan. “Every time we met with David,” says
Wendy, “he would have twoor chree directrons picked
our for us. There would be cheee piles of fabnc sam-
ples and picrures of fismiture and ['d always beeline
e one, o was such an exciting process. Everyone asks
me "Would you do it again® Absolucely!”

Rust and ochre oak leaf-patcerned fabrics chosen
for the dining room chair cushions became the ba-
sis of an oak leaf cheme thar runs threughour che
house, Clarke photooopied an cak leaf on the fbric
arcd wsed it o design the lving moom aren rug. lisa
personal puece unsgue to the Valdes home

Lexhingham Inc. also designed much of the fumi-
fuire, |._|:rm.]1|:mng clemenes of dufferent peeCes — an
arm style brom one char, a leg from another — and
had it custom buile. They chose celery greens and
rusts bor upholstery fabocs. "We didn't want strong
colour,” says Clarke, “We wanted the hoase 1o be
Inih, binghe, [vable, comiformable. EBvenything s miseed
and matched so you can move it from ane moom (o
the ochver and it soll works.™ That was especally im-=
portant o Wendy Valdes, who wanted the furnimne
o feed like picces chat had been colbecoed

“You know rhe nicest compliment we've hicurd
abour this house,” says Clarke, ~is from people who
ask, 'Is ir mm oldd howse o one you've renovited*” Aned
the answer o both is no. Ie's a brand new house.”
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